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1. “Who is Mr. Big in literary criticism today? One of the ways scholars, critics, and pundits measure their
stature is by how often their work is cited by their peers. Scores are precisely recorded in the massive Arts
and Humanities Citation Index. It’s a fascinating data bank. The rise of French theorists in the early 1980s,
for example, is precisely registered, with Michel Foucault and Roland Barthes being among the top cited
authorities in all the arts and humanities fields, with many hundreds of hits each. The following are scores
from the latest. AHCI: Terry Eagleton: 415, Frank Kermode: 208, Elaine Showalter: 154, Jacques Derrida:
164, Michel Foucault: 72, Roland Barthes: 64, Germaine Greer: 24”. (Sutherland, John. How Literature Works
50 Key Concepts, p.82.)

2. “Atheory proposes ways of seeing or envisioning the world that adds to our knowledge of it. In the physical
sciences, a theory is a proposed explanation of the world that has to be confirmed through research and
investigation. Theories about literature and culture are not that different.” (Ryan, Michael. (Ed.) The

Encyclopedia of Literary and Cultural Theory, p. xiii.)
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